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to have pursued. ... If we have war with Spain there
will be immediate need for every gunboat and cruiser that
we can possibly get together to blockade Cuba, threaten or
take the less protected ports, and ferret out the scores of
small Spanish cruisers and gunboats which form practical-
ly the entire Spanish naval force around the island."

On February 15,1898, the battleship Maine was blown up
in Havana harbor, and on the following day Eoosevelt
wrote to a friend: "Being a Jingo, as I am writing con-
fidentially, I will say, to relieve my feelings, that I would
give anything if President McKinley would order the fleet
to Havana to-morrow. This Cuban business ought to stop.
The Maine was sunk by an act of dirty treachery on the part
of the Spaniards, I believe; though we shall never find out
definitely, and officially it will go down as an accident."

Secretary Long had returned to Washington and was on
duty when the Maine explosion occurred. On February 19,
Eoosevelt addressed a formal letter to him which was the
most solemnly earnest of the series of prods thus far ad-
ministered to him. One passage which I have placed in
italics was especially significant in view of the Secretary's
well-known attitude toward building up the navy:

"In reference to our conversation of yesterday, and to
a brief conversation which I had with Judge Day this morn-
ing before you came, let me again earnestly urge that you
advise the President against our conducting any examina-
tion in conjunction with the Spaniards as to the Maine's
disaster. I myself doubt whether it will be possible to tell
definitely how the disaster occurred by an investigation,
and it may be that we could do it as well in conjunction
with the Spaniards as alone. But I am sure we could never
convince the people at large of this fact.

"There is another subject of which I spoke to you yes-
terday, and about which I venture to remind you. This is
in reference to additional warships. I was informed that
both Speaker Reed and Senator Hale had stated that we
should cease building any more battleships, in view of the